






Activity organisation

Arrange logistics, lecture opportunities and research-oriented meetings for visiting academics from

member universities

Organise and coordinate regular courses and summer schools at Peking University

Organise conferences, symposia, workshops and other events involving member universities at

Peking University, in order to enhance research cooperation between European members and Chi-

nese universities

Internal communication

Manage the internal communication within the EUC members network, circulate EUC documents,

share European-related information about funding and other relevant news

Promote knowledge of the EUC among academics at partner universities

External communication

Write press releases to promote the EUC’s activities through a mailing list and other means

Manage the EUC´s website, publishing news about the EUC’s activities and other research-related

news and updating other information regarding the EUC

Engage in extensive PR activities within Peking University and in Beijing

Promote the EUC in order to establish it as a well-known institution inside Peking University

Create a network of ‘EUC-friendly’ academics inside Peking University

Actively engage with social media to promote the EUC

Qualifications

The applicant should be a dynamic, self-reliant and enterprising person with excellent cooperation skills

who can work independently with a broad range of tasks. He/she must:

have a master degree from a European university

have a high level of English and Chinese proficiency

have experience in international cooperation

It is a merit if the applicant has:

experience from working with European and/or Chinese universities

experience of working in China

experience of similar kind of work

a Chinese work visa or Chinese citizenship

We offer
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a unique work environment at a Chinese top university

an international work environment

extensive contacts with European and Chinese universities

independent and varied tasks

The place of employment will be University College Dublin, Ireland and place of work Peking University,

Beijing.

Applications should include a CV, references and expected salary. Applications can be submitted from 08

January – 31 January 2015. It is expected that interviews will take place during the week of 16th February

2015.

Applications should be submitted to catherine.mcgurren@ucd.ie

General information about the European University Centre may be found at

http://www.pku-euc.org/

 

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Thursday January 8th, 2015 [http://www.pku-euc.org/2015/01

/position-at-university-college-dublin-as-coordinator-at-the-european-university-centre-at-peking-univer-

sity/] by Gillian Bryan.

27 NOVEMBER 2014 – Asylum seekers are defined as those applying for refugee status under the 1951

Refugee Convention, and those seeking other forms of protection, in-

cluding family members who may be making a refugee or protection

claim in their own right or who may be dependents of a claimant.

The tensions between seemingly universal socio-economic rights

(the right to work, food, shelter, health care and to an adequate stan-

dard of living) and the justification or legitimisation of differences in

meeting these rights between citizens and those claiming asylum

have not been fully explored to date. Dr Liam Thornton, from

University College Dublin will examine the extent to which interna-

tionalised legal protections can provide an alternate discourse to ex-
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clusion of asylum seekers from enjoying socio-economic rights in an

open seminar on Friday, 5 December at Peking University’s, Leo

KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00. The key theme will be the

failure of some international human rights bodies to fully recognise

and highlight the relevance of human rights standards to reception conditions for asylum seekers. In his

presentation, Dr. Thornton will argue that in spite of the plurality of legal regimes that protect, to some

extent the socio-economic rights of asylum seekers, the end result of this legal plurality has been to deny

asylum seekers access to mainstream social supports that are considered fundamental to ensuring all

those within a state can enjoy a minimum, if basic, standard of living.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Immigration and European

Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the European University Cen-

tre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Peking University. Lecturers

from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Autonomous University

of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and Uppsala University) will visit

Peking University and present their current research in the field of multiculturalism, immigration and

European integration. Contributions will be from a variety of perspectives such as Law, Economy, Soci-

ology and Politics. All seminars will be presented in English and will be held on Fridays at Peking Univer-

sity, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

The next open seminar will be on Friday, 12 December, with Dr. Tobias Theiler, University College Dublin

presenting “Does the European Union need to become a community?”

Dr Liam Thornton is a lecturer in law and director of clinical legal education in the School of Law, UCD. In UCD,

Liam teaches on a number of courses, including General Introduction to Legal Studies, Property Law and Legal

Practice II. Dr Thornton has responsibility for developing innovative clinical modules in UCD, which seek to pro-

vide legal organisations with the benefit of UCD law students skills and expertise in a wide variety of areas. Dr

Thornton is currently developing modules that focus on providing students with key skills to undertake legal

placements in a variety of organisations. He has a strong interest in social justice and law, and researches in

areas relating to immigration law, social security law, European law and human rights law. Liam was previously

the social security sub-editor for the Bulletin of Northern Ireland Law and has published on issues relating to

human rights, social security law, children’s rights and immigration law in a number of journals including

the Northern Ireland Legal Quarterly, Refuge: Canadian Periodical on Refugee Studies, the Irish Yearbook of In-

ternational Law, and the Irish Law Times. Liam also has acted in a number of editorial roles, both as the 2007

Book Reviews Editor for the Irish Yearbook of International Law and editor of a special issue of the Northern

Ireland Legal Quarterly (2011) on the Convention on the Rights of the Child at 21. Liam has carried out ten-

dered research for the Irish Human Rights Commission, the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission and

the Odysseus Network/European Commission.

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Thursday November 27th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org

/2014/11/on-the-limits-of-international-law-reception-conditions-for-asylum-seekers-in-europe-open-sem-

inar-on-5-december/] by Emma Lupano.
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5 DECEMBER 2014 –  Many theorists contend that for the European Union to be-

come a viable democratic polity its citizens must develop an overarching com-

munal identity. In an open seminar on Friday, 12 December, Dr. Tobias

Theiler from University College Dublin will argue instead that the norms, moti-

vations and perceptions that make supranational democracy possible can also

emerge through processes that do not presuppose shared communal identifica-

tions. These include the gradual externalization of domestic democratic norms

and practices to the EU level, the incorporation of the resulting supranational democratic attachments

back into existing national identifications and the build-up of transnational political trust propelled by the

practice of supranational democracy itself. Such an outcome, Dr. Theiler will explain at Peking Univer-

sity’s, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, from 10:00 to 12:00, is not inevitable, but it is conceivable in that

it is theoretically coherent and has limited empirical analogies and precedents. The range of options for

the EU’s further democratic development is therefore broader and the chances of its success greater

than many analysts assume.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Immigration and European

Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the European University Cen-

tre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Peking University. Lecturers

from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Autonomous University

of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and Uppsala University) have

visited Peking University and presented their current research in the field of multiculturalism, immi-

gration and European integration. Contributions have come from a variety of perspectives such as

Law, Economy, Sociology and Politics. 

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

Dr. Tobias Theiler is a lecturer at University College Dublin and MA/MSc Programme Coordinator in Interna-

tional Relations. He received his PhD at the University of Oxford. Further information can be found at

http://www.ucd.ie/research/people/politicsintrelations/drtobiastheiler.

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Thursday November 27th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org

/2014/11/does-the-european-union-need-to-become-a-community-open-seminar-on-12-december/] by

Emma Lupano.
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21 NOVEMBER 2014 – Immigration, to be effectively dealt with, requires integration, no matter which are

the societies and nationalities involved. Professor Bryan Fanning from University College Dublin

will discuss the Irish experience in an open seminar on Friday 28 Novem-

ber at Peking University’s, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505,

10:00-12:00. The academic will present an overview of the impact of

large-scale immigration on Irish society and address integration challenges

and debates. The seminar draws on Professor Fanning’s research on inte-

gration, immigrant political incorporation and citizenship/ naturalisation in

the Irish case.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Im-

migration and European Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the

European University Centre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Pek-

ing University. Lecturers from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,

Autonomous University of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and

Uppsala University) will visit Peking University and present their current research in the field of multi-

culturalism, immigration and European integration. Contributions will be from a variety of perspec-

tives such as Law, Economy, Sociology and Politics. All seminars will be presented in English and will be

held on Fridays at Peking University, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00. 

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

The next open seminar will be on Friday, 5 December, with Dr Liam Thornton, University College Dublin

presenting “On the Limits of International Law?: Reception Conditions for Asylum Seekers in

Europe”.

Bryan Fanning is a Professor and Head of the School of Applied Social Studies at UCD. He is a graduate of the

University of Limerick and obtained his doctorate from Birbeck College University of London. His research in-

terests include intellectual history, immigration and the Irish welfare economy. He is the author of Racism and

Social Change in the Republic of Ireland (Manchester University Press, 2002), Evil God, the greater good and

rights: the philosophical origins of social problems (New York: Edwin Mellon, 2007), The Quest for Modern Ire-

land: The Battle of Ideas 1912-1986 (Irish Academic Press, 2008),  New Guests of the Irish Nation (Irish Aca-

demic Press, 2009),Immigration and Social Cohesion in the Republic of Ireland (Manchester University Press,

2011) and co-author of  Lessons for the Big Society: Planning and the politics of communit participation (Ash-

gate. 2011). A revised edition of Racism and Social Change in the Republic of Ireland is being published in

2012. He is co-editor of   Globalisation, Migration and Social Transformation  (Ashgate, 2011),  Care and Social

Change in the Irish Welfare  Economy (UCD Press, 2006), Theorising Irish Social Policy  (UCD Press, 2004)  Ire-

land Develops: Adminisration and Social Policy 1953-2003 (Institute of Public Administration, 2003). He is edi-

tor of Immigration and Social Change in the Republic of Ireland (Manchester University Press, 2007) and of  An

Irish Century: Studies  1912-2012 (UCD Press, 2012). His recent research has included a study of racist vio-
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lence, harassment and anti-social behaviour underaken on behalf of the Immigrant Council of Ireland. Previ-

ous rearach has included studies of the responsiveness of Irish political parties to immigrants (funded by the

IRCHSS) and a study of best international practice in responding to the health needs of immigrants and ethnic

minorities (funded by the Health Services Executive). He has a longstanding research interest in the politics of

community participation focusing on Tottenham and the London Borough of Haringey.  During 2003 and 2004

he undertook research on behalf of the African Solidarity Centre on responsiveness by political parties to immi-

grants and ethnic minorities. The research project won the group multicultural award at the 2004 Metro Eire-

ann/RTE Media and Multicultural Awards (MAMA) for its work in facilitating the participation of ethnic minori-

ties in Irish socio-political life. From 2009-2011 he undertook a two year study of integration and social change

in the Republic of Ireland funded by the IRCHSS. In 2011 he  was a visiting fellow at Birkbeck College, University

of London.

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Thursday November 27th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org

/2014/11/immigration-and-integration-in-the-republic-of-ireland-open-seminar-on-28-november/] by

Emma Lupano.

17 NOVEMBER 2014 – European integration has in recent years be-

come increasingly politicized in elections and referendums in various

EU member states. The negative or sceptical attitudes towards the

EU are expressed both in public debates and in shifting public opin-

ions among European citizens. There are different explanations for

these trends and Dr. Mattias Burell, from Uppsala University, will dis-

cuss them on Friday 21 November at Peking University’s Leo

KoGuan Building (room 505, 10:00-12:00) in his open seminar

“Euro-scepticism and public opinion as a challenge to EU inte-

gration”.

As Dr. Burell will describe, some scholars point out “hard” economic factors as an important explanation,

especially in connection with the EU financial and fiscal crisis. Other scholars place more emphasis on

“soft” cultural and social factors such as national identities and attempts to protect the nation-state. In his

seminar, Dr Burell will therefore clarify different understandings of Euroscepticism, the reasons for its in-

creased strength, and possible consequences for EU politics.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Immigration and European

Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the European University Cen-
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tre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Peking University. Lecturers

from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Autonomous University

of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and Uppsala University) will visit

Peking University and present their current research in the field of multiculturalism, immigration and

European integration. Contributions will be from a variety of perspectives such as Law, Economy, Soci-

ology and Politics. All seminars will be presented in English and will be held on Fridays at Peking Univer-

sity’s Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

The next open seminar will be on Friday, 28 November, with professor Bryan Fanning from University

College Dublin presenting “Immigration and Integration in the Republic of Ireland”.

Prof. Mattias Burell is researcher and lecturer at the Department of Government at Uppsala University. After

Chinese language studies in Hong Kong in 1986-87 he became a political scientist and finished his Ph.D.at

Uppsala University in 2001. He has done research on China for a long time, but also have administrative expe-

rience in academia, having kept two parallel tracks in his career. Dr. Burell has been visiting scholar at Harvard

University, University of Michigan, Waseda University, Japan, and Zhejiang University among others. His re-

search interests lie in the area of social accountability and governance of the local Chinese state.

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Monday November 17th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org

/2014/11/euro-scepticism-and-public-opinion-as-a-challenge-to-eu-integration-open-seminar-on-friday-

21-november/] by Emma Lupano.

4 NOVEMBER 2014 – The regulation of temporary agency

work has been a contentious issue at European level for

nearly a quarter of a century, ever since the Commission first

proposed a Directive in the area in 1982. Since then a lot of at-

tempts have been made in order to reach a common regula-

tion on this subject., and the EU Temporary Agency Work di-

rective was  eventually enacted in November 2008 (though it

was proposed in 2002, the British, German, Danish and Irish

governments blocked its enactment until 2008).

As Professor Maria Teresa Carinci from University of Milan,

Italy, will explain in an open seminar on November 14 at

Peking University’s Leo KoGuan Building (room 505,
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10:00-12:00), the aim of the regulation would be to balance

employment generation and flexibility, on the one hand,

with employment protection and security, on the other.

However, Professor Carinci will argue, an in-depth analysis of the Directive shows that the regulation

gives temporary agency workers only a poor level of protection.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Immigration and European

Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the European University Cen-

tre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Peking University. Lecturers

from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Autonomous University

of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and Uppsala University) will visit

Peking University and present their current research in the field of multiculturalism, immigration and

European integration. Contributions will be from a variety of perspectives such as Law, Economy, Soci-

ology and Politics. All seminars will be presented in English and will be held on Fridays at Peking Univer-

sity, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

The next open seminar will be on Friday, November 21, with Dr. Mattias Burell from Uppsala University

presenting “Euro-scepticism and public opinion as a challenge to EU integration”.

Maria Teresa Carinci is Full Professor in Labour Law and Industrial Relations at the School of Law of the

University of Milan, Italy. Director of the Committee Against Mobbing, University of Milan, Italy. She is Director

of the LL.M. in Labour Law, School of Law – University of Milan, Italy, coordinator of the Labour Law Curriculum,

Doctoral School, and of the Labour Law Section of the Department of Private Law and Legal History at University

of Milan. She is also member of the Directive Committee of the LL.M. in Journalism and the in Labour Sciences

at University of Milan. She is also member of the Italian Association of Labour and Social Security Law

(A.I.D.L.A.S.S.).

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Tuesday November 4th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org

/2014/11/temporary-agency-work-in-the-european-union-open-seminar-on-november-14/] by Emma Lu-

pano.

3 NOVEMBER 2014 –  Unfair dismissal is an expression which describes

an act of employment termination without good reason, or contrary to

the country’s specific legislation. Professor Francesca Marinelli, from

University of Milan, Italy, will discuss the concept in a public seminar
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on Friday, 7 November, at Peking University’s Leo KoGuan Building,

room 505, 10:00-12:00.

As the academic will argue, there is no general framework within the

European Union for regulating the termination of individual employees

(a Directive exists setting minimum standards for the conduct of collec-

tive redundancies and various Directives give employees security of em-

ployment during business transfers or a right to information and consul-

tation on labour relations matters – that include termination) except for

the Art. 30 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights which states

that “Every worker has the right to protection against unjustified dis-

missal, in accordance with Union law and national laws and practices”.

Professor Marinelli will instead analise the Convention 158/1982 on the termination of employment

adopted by the International Labour Organization, and discuss why the comparison between the EU and

the ILO principles on the unfair dismissal is important for acquiring an understanding of the real rights

both of the employees and employers on this  current issue because of the ongoing economic crisis.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Immigration and European

Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the European University Cen-

tre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Peking University. Lecturers

from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Autonomous University

of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and Uppsala University) will visit

Peking University and present their current research in the field of multiculturalism, immigration and

European integration. Contributions will be from a variety of perspectives such as Law, Economy, Soci-

ology and Politics. All seminars will be presented in English and will be held on Fridays at Peking Univer-

sity, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

The next open seminar will be on Friday, 14 November, with Prof. Maria Teresa Carinci, from University

of Milan, presenting “Temporary agency work in the European Union”.

Prof. Francesca Marinelli is Labor Law Researcher at the University of Milan, Italy, since 2006, where she

teaches Comparative Labor Law. She was visiting scholar at the  School of Law of Loyola University, Chicago,

and is member of the Doctoral School (Labor Law curriculum) at University of Milan and of the Italian Associa-

tion of Labor and Social Security Law (AIDLaSS). In 2003 she was awarded the “Ludovico Barassi” Prize by the

Italian Association of Labor and Social Security Law for the best Italian J.D. dissertation in Labor law in the aca-

demic year 2001-2002. She holds a PhD in Labor Law from Alma Mater Studiorum University of Bologna, Italy.

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Tuesday November 4th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org

/2014/11/the-unfair-dismissal-european-union-v-international-law-open-seminar-on-friday-7-november/]

by Emma Lupano.
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18 OCTOBER 2014 – Human Dignity as treated by the law is an important value when

it comes to a multicultural society, a definition that is more and more fitting when the

European countries are taken into consideration.

Dr. Anna-Maria Konsta, from Aristotle University of Thessaloniki in Greece, will

discuss the concept of Human Dignity as expressed in the case law of the Court of the

EU and the European Court of Human Rights in a public seminar on Friday, October

31 at Peking University’s, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

The researcher will mostly refer the concept to the treatment of immigrants in the EU. Human dignity

will also be viewed from a comparative perspective as it is conceived in different legal systems in the

world, such as the common law, the continental and the East Asian legal systems.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Immigration and European

Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the European University Cen-

tre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Peking University. Lecturers

from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Autonomous University

of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and Uppsala University) will visit

Peking University and present their current research in the field of multiculturalism, immigration and

European integration. Contributions will be from a variety of perspectives such as Law, Economy, Soci-

ology and Politics. All seminars will be presented in English and will be held on Fridays at Peking Univer-

sity, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

The next open seminar will be on Friday, November 7, with Prof. Francesca Marinelli, University of Milan

presenting “The unfair dismissal: European Union v. International law”.

Dr. Anna-Maria Konsta is a Lecturer in the Department of International Studies of the School of Law of the

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, and a member of the Thessaloniki Bar Association in Greece. She holds a

law degree from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, an LL.M. in European Community Law from the College

of Europe in Bruges, Belgium, and is a Doctor of Laws of the European University Institute in Florence, Italy. She

has also been awarded a scholarship by the Greek state Grant Authority for her doctoral studies, a grant by

the Japan Foundation for a study visit in Japan, an ERASMUS scholarship for studying at the School of Law –

Robert Schuman of the University of Strasbourg, and a scholarship of excellence granted by the Research Com-

mittee of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. She has been a research fellow at the School of Law of the

University of California at Berkeley, USA, and a Research Associate in the Department of Politics and the College

of Humanities of the University of Leicester, UK. She has taught at the Hellenic National Centre of Public Admin-

istration, the Greek National School of Judges, the American College of Thessaloniki (ACT), and she has been a

Research and a Teaching Assistant at the School of Law of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. She has also

worked both for the European Commission in Brussels and the Council of Europe in Strasbourg. Anna-Maria
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Konsta teaches Comparative Law and International and European Social Law at the undergraduate and post-

graduate level, and the same courses in English in the context of the ERASMUS programme. She also teaches

the course “Droit social européen et comparé” in English and French in the context of the French-Greek joint

Master in European and Comparative Social Law co-organized by the University of Toulouse Capitole 1 and

the School of Law of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. She will also teach, as a visiting lecturer at the Euro-

pean University Centre at Peking University, a course and a seminar entitled: “Citizenship and non-discrimina-

tion in EU migration law and policy” (October 2014). Moreover, she has been selected by the International Rela-

tions Committee of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki to participate in a work programme under the Agree-

ment on Scientific Cooperation between the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the China University of Po-

litical Science and Law in Beijing, China. She is also a member of the Standing Committee for Evaluations, Com-

munication and Promotion of the Work of the School of Law of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, and of

the Aristotle University Student Club Committee.

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Saturday October 18th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org/2014/10

/human-dignity-in-european-and-comparative-social-law-as-a-value-in-a-multicultural-society-open-semi-

nar-of-october-31/] by Emma Lupano.

14 October 2014 – Personal autonomy is a fundamental concept of moral philos-

ophy, political philosophy and the law. In a public seminar that will be held on

October 24 at Peking University’s, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505,

10:00-12:00, professor Silvina Alvarez, from Autonomous University of

Madrid (Spain), will aim to restate a central aspect of the concept of personal

autonomy: the context of relationships that has led to the so-called notion of “relational autonomy”. Pro-

fessor Alvarez will attempt to incorporate this notion into the conceptual nucleus of autonomy without

renouncing other elements of the concept. Of these other elements particular attention will be given to

“relevant options”, that is, the presence of courses of action, opportunities, that the individual is able to

recognise for herself as not only viable but also legitimate.

In order to develop this idea, a definition of autonomy will be given, paying particular attention to the

presence of relevant options. After discussing how the options are defined, shaped and perceived by indi-

viduals, professor Alvarez will focus on the contextual and relational surroundings that act as a backdrop

for the construction of the options open to women in patriarchal societies to propose the notion of rela-

tional options. Approaching this concept will require dealing with the threshold of autonomy, that is, the

question surrounding the formation of the boundary between autonomous and non-autonomous sub-

jects. This question is one of particular urgency when it comes to women, when the relational backdrop

against which they shape their opinions to make decisions is considered. The patriarchal system gener-
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ates a strongly asymmetric structure to the options that men and woman have. Professor Alvarez will fi-

nally question to what extent the relational context of women includes the requirements that deemed as

necessary for autonomy.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Immigration and European

Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the European University Cen-

tre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Peking University. Lecturers

from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Autonomous University

of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and Uppsala University) will visit

Peking University and present their current research in the field of multiculturalism, immigration and

European integration. Contributions will be from a variety of perspectives such as Law, Economy, Soci-

ology and Politics. All seminars will be presented in English and will be held on Fridays at Peking Univer-

sity, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

The next open seminar will be on Friday, October 31, with Dr. Anna-Maria Konsta, from Aristotle Univer-

sity of Thessaloniki, presenting “Human Dignity in European and Comparative Social Law as a Value

in a Multicultural Society”.

Silvina Álvarez is Professor of Legal Philosophy, Law Faculty, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. She has been

Visiting Scholar at the European University Institute in Florence (Italy), Universidad Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona

(Spain), and University of Oxford (UK). She has worked on political and moral philosophy as well as feminist

theory and human rights. Some of her publications (in English): “Constitutional conflicts, moral dilemmas and

legal solutions,” Ratio Juris  vol. 24:1, 2011;“Access to Opportunities in Multicultural Societies and the Relevance

of Public Expression”, Social and Legal Studies vol. 18 (4), 2009; “Pluralism and the interpretation of women’s

human rights”, European Journal of Women Studies, vol. 16 (2), 2009.

This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Saturday October 18th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org/2014/10

/the-threshold-of-autonomy-relational-options-and-decision-making-open-seminar-on-october-24/] by

Emma Lupano.

13 October 2014 –  The dramatic political and security changes generated by the Arab Spring in Eastern

and Southern Mediterranean shores (Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Syria) have

increased, accelerated and reshaped migration flows to the EU countries.
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Figures for ‘registered illegal arrivals’ to the Italian Lampedusa island rose

from 459 persons in 2010 to 51,753 persons in 2011.

Abdulhadi Khalaf, from Lund University in Sweden, will present 

”Some observations on EU’s border controls during the Arab Spring” in a

public seminar on 17 October at Peking University’s Leo KoGuan

Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

After arguing that post 2011 migration flows included a mix of economic

migrants, various categories of forced migrants and asylum seekers, he

will show that the initial reactions at the southern European border posts

to those unprecedented flows have rotated between the humanitarian to

the security concerns, and that the latter rationalized criminalisation of irregular migration, detention of

irregular migrants and/or their return to their countries of origin. It also included encouraging, unoffi-

cially, irregular migrants to continue to the North.

Instead of reducing migration, Dr. Khalaf will explain, intensified border controls have led to a rise in ir-

regular migration, the use of more dangerous migration routes, thus increasing the risks and costs for

the migrants involved, as well as making migration more attractive for both unscrupulous business en-

trepreneurs and criminal networks.

During the seminar discussions will be initiated on different alternatives to reform EU’s border controls

and migration management regimes.

The activity is organised in the frame of the course in Multiculturalism, Immigration and European

Integration for Master’s and PhD students given in collaboration between the European University Cen-

tre (EUC), the School of Government and the Centre for European Studies at Peking University. Lecturers

from a number of EUC member universities (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Autonomous University

of Madrid, Lund University, University College Dublin, University of Milan and Uppsala University) will visit

Peking University and present their current research in the field of multiculturalism, immigration and

European integration. Contributions will be from a variety of perspectives such as Law, Economy, Soci-

ology and Politics. All seminars will be presented in English and will be held on Fridays at Peking Univer-

sity, Leo KoGuan Building, room 505, 10:00-12:00.

Students and faculty from all departments and schools, as well as the interested public, are wel-

come to attend.

The next open seminar will be on Friday, 24 October, with Prof Silvina Alvarez from Universidad Autónoma

de Madrid presenting “The threshold of autonomy. Relational options and decision making”.

Dr. Abdulhadi Khalaf is senior researcher at the Department of Sociology at Lund University. Until his retire-

ment in 2012, he was also a Senior Researcher at the Centre for Middle East Studies, Lund University, Sweden. 

His academic research and political interest in social and political change in the Middle East  is reflected in his

publications and frequent political commentaries published regularly in Arab periodicals. His next publication

is co-edited book Transit States: Labour, Migration and Citizenship in the Gulf (co-edited with O. Al-Shehabi

and A. Hanieh) – forthcoming Pluto Press November 2014).
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This entry was posted in Uncategorized on Monday October 13th, 2014 [http://www.pku-euc.org/2014/10

/some-observations-on-eus-border-controls-during-the-arab-spring-open-seminar-on-october-17/] by

Emma Lupano.
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